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x ö But exhorting one another | . and * 77 
nacb the more ac he ſee tbte 
0 approaching, Heb. x. 3. 


7 Hat is that Day approaching ? It is even the 
Day of Death and Immortality; which 
; wy day day, hour after hour, yea, minute after. | 
ninute makes continued, and yet nearer approaches i 
until it will indeed be actually upon us: The natu if 
ral ſenſe and meaning of our Text (which alſo will! 
pe the drift and deſign of our enſuing Diſcourſe +, 
hereon) is That as we ſee and perceive our own a 
Death approaching, we ſhould become yet more. 
Nedient Child#eh, and better Servants of the Lord; _— 
And this I ground from that Reading of the 
ords, Blur exhorting one another, and ſo much the "MW! 
ore as ye fee the day approaching. HY ev e ' Fo 
Exhorting one another. To what? Even to Obey and - . ü 
derve the Lord our God in all the acts and inftancez- 
hat we are capable of, and which are put into our 
power. Whathievier thy hand findeth to do, do it nith '» 
thy might ; for there is no work, nor device, nor know-.. | 
edge, nor wiſdom in the grave, whether thou goeſt, Eccl. 
p. 10. Exhorting one another, if we may do any 
bing to pleaſe and find acceptance with that God, 
into whom all Fleih ſhall come, when the Spirit 
all return to God who gave it. / by any means I | 
e "attain unto the Reſurrection of rhe dead, now a? 
auß the Time our Bodies are going to crumble and 
Wager into the Duſt. Exhotting on: apother, to 
ich dur Adverſary Fs hilf we are yet 10 
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_ the way, IH He come quickly, and ſend®his Officer, M:. -... 
=. Death, to deliver us over Unto himſelf, who is the {MiSalyat 
judge; and be deliver us over to the Executioner, Nin cu 
dae Devil and his Angels #0 be Tormented and Pu. 
niched by them. This gur Adverfary is God himſelf; 
to whom, as the Scripture ſpeaks, we have made our 
= ſelves Enemies by wicked works, Col, BL Rebel- 
Hg and Vezing his hoty Spirit: But the) rebellid ani 
reed bis boly Spirit; therefore he was turned to be thin 
 * enemy, and hee fought , Ifa. 63. 10. Ex 
N de another, to make our 191 with God, 
Noc 4 0 only in words of courſe; ptit actualij 
to do jt, Becauſe that we mult appear before him, 
Who graciouſly ſpeaks on this wiſe, for our Hope, En- 
dcavour and Encouragement in this mattet, Fur) it 
0 in me Whowould ſet the briers and thorns again} 
ei battle? I would go through them, Irmould bury 
= ther together. Or let him take. hold of my ſtrength; tha 
% male peace with me, and he ſhatl make peace with 
II. 27. 4, 5. FTT 5. 
I lave often thought, as to mine own (elf, It my Ne fee t 
Peace were once made with God, and if L had aflu- ep into 
france thereof, then what great and good Things! e utter 
could do for God. Then I ſhould not fear Death, Nearer, 
F or yet any evil whatſoever; but I might go on elves, 2 
contentedly and joyfully all my days, and through- We are. i 
out the whole courſe of my Pilgrimage here on carth, ne and 
of whatever kind it ſhouſd be. What {hall we then Nat rath 
ſay to theſe things? I, God be fer us, who! cam be again anmit 
-— #2 Rom. 8. 31. It we had once made our Peace Ment." 32 
with God, then our Hearts ſhould not fear, nor yet , They 
melia Terrour, as we lee the day approaching, when alm 12 
we thall appear before bim, and be judged. by bun. lich wy 
J ſay again therefore, Exhort one another, to make WWW" to 
Wu Peace with, and be Recanciled unto God, who Ws laſt | 
Will be tntreated by poor Sinners. Vom then nt art Pong the 
Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, at tho God (did; beſcech you „it with 
A ns fray you in Christ's ſtead, be ye. Reconciled 10 God, if nofan 
n 2 Cor; 3. 28. O what Care and Endeavour ſhould beR of 
bel uſed agink this Great Day of -Deciion-! Au, Wie Vinh! 
ring done all to fand. And ſo it: is worth wbile to, ng th 
"oF do alf things, g maße ſire of gur future a . N 8 
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Salvation: And whatſoever things the Spirit of God , VM 
in our Conſciences doth dictate 48. fit and neceſſary / 
ler thereto, the fame we are to Ex» » 


to be done in orc 


ilelt, {bort-others alſo uno. 


Herein is convey d, and doth appear forth, a Re- 
poof of that Diſcourte, Company- keeping, and Vi- 1 
tits, which: Are now ufually. made in the World, —_— 
or whereas the end and intent, and ſubject matter A "My 
ff them” ſhould be 70 Exhort one ano:ttr, and ſo much 
„ more as they ſee the day approaching, and torr 
re may pleaſe and find acceptance with God; 
n get him for our Friend. Like as Children talk 
oether, how they ſhall- moſt pleaſe theit Father. 
den ſa we Creatures, that are his Off-fpring and 
oytat-heirs in Chriſt; thouldtalk/ of nothing elſe in 
ur Intercourfe and Converſation together, but hom 
re mould pleaſe bim our Heaventy* Father. Then 
ry that feared the Lord, fpake often ong to another, Mal, +28 
16. And this we ſhonld do ſo much the more, as %, i 
e fee the Day approaching. Every 'Company wo x2 
ep into, and every Vit we make; and every Wort _ 
Futter, this fame Day approaches yet nearer ang 
carer, both in Speaker and Hearer, both in our E | 
lves, and alſo in every Member 'of the Company 
e are in. Yet alas! This which ſhould, be the g-. 
1carth, Wie and while Talk in Company, is the leaſt of a'!, 
we then Nat rather therein, Of the Rock that Legat thee thou, 
ao ain mindful, and haſt forgotten God that formed these, _ 
Peace eat. 32. 18. And every idle word is thete fpoken « - 
10r yet . They ſprak wanity every one. with his Neighbour, , . 
when alm 12. 2. As for Death, that 1s like a Damp . 1 
by bim. Nich would put cut all theit Lights of Pleaſure... . 
0 make r or, and grapple with 1 
d, who Is laſt” Enemy, this is leaſt diſcourſed of any thing 
xe art Nong the multitude, or Richer fort; or at lealt, they”. -* 4 
104 i wied a tranſient Word of Diſcourſe, but they . +, 
10 God 
ſhould 
And 
bile to 
eter ball. 
Sal- 


ungs ! 
Death, 

0 on 
xough- 


e ell long upon it, nor make it the chiefe(t» |. **_— 
Hei oi cheir Diſcourſe. Little de they in the's. ..* 
ek, and yet lefs in their Private Aſſem: 
L renn When, as we do 
rr 
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mould Exhort one another 2 more, in the Thing 
3 \. Pertaining to the Kingdom of God, and how to mat 
on Calling and Election ſur e. 
It was the Conſideration and Thoughts concern. 
_ ing Death and Mortality, which firſt brought ie ac. 
= quainted with the Ways of God: Even ſo nov, th 
1 onſideration and Thonghts of the Day approaching 
= #& doth quicken me yet ſo much the more in all God. 
Duties. As I ſee and obſerve, how God taketh 3 


way the Generations and ſeveral Perſons. of Me The 

; and Women in his ewn Order, now one, and this to b 
another. This very ſame Officer, or Sergeant, Death Will the Sai 
which Godhath 3 to Arreſt others, he wil in Pre 
= fend to Arreſt us ſeverally allo, Fo ſummon aui uſe of 
_ fetch out our Souls from our Bodies. Lord, hu Calves 
= whom thou will call for next? And fo every one d for th 
us ſhould fay, Lord, 1s it J? We ſhould: live in fol For the 
ccircumſpection and careſulneſs, fo as to fend in an in orde 


and fin not; and paſs the time of our, ſojourning herein Marei. 
2 to offe 4 God in 2 Breach of the lea Thing 
his Commandments, Matth. 5. 19. if we were to gan truly! 
the whole World thereby, as if indeed God wou our C. 
ſummon us the very next moment, and as if we ſhouf ing a 
| dye immediately, and appear before God in Jude in Ord 
ment. Moſt certain it is, That the ſame Statutz]M up anc 
which is gone over all Fleſh, I is appointed to Mu Thing: 
once to dye, will reach to us alſo; and what bath a had al 


ready happen'd to others, will do to us in like mau follow 
ner. For, We are not better than our Fathers, nor yi {o ] ar 
better than our Fellow-Creatures. _ ſhould 


We ar 
ven, I 
{till fo 


In a word, we ſhould have a continued ſenſe 9 
and a continued eye unto the Day approaching. | 
ven that day, which ſome do falſly think to be the 


= laftday,when in Deed and in Truth, it is the Birth-cai too ap 
= of Immortality and Endleſs-life. For then it is, tral is thai 
ie Soul by the Shell of the Body breaking from 2M Mind, 
0 Hatched and Born, and brought forth into anotv_y} Aga 
World. A Day, which is the Horizon between Tina be the 
aud Eternity. A Day, in the which our Souls a for ow 

tao, be launched forth into the Greater, but Inviſbe Good, 


| 17 1 


1 hl World. The Apoſtle makes this inference, 
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Thing ee Geloved) ſeeing that 9e look for ſuch Things, be di- 
to mai een that 75 may L found of him 4 Peace without Spot 
Word Blamele/s, 2 Pet. 3. 14. Even ſo as we ce the 
once D approeching, we ſhould exhort one another to be 
me at yet more Obedient and better Servants of the Lord 
ow, the God. There ſhould be a going forward in the Chri- 
bac hin ian Courſe ; the longer we live, the better we ſhould 
God sow; and as our outward Man - decays Day by Day, 
keth o we ſhould be renewed yet more in the inner Man, 
of Me The end of our being and abiding here on Earch, 
nd the is to become meet to be Partakers of the . Inheritance o 
Death che Saints in Light. Like as the Fruits of the Earth 
be wil in Proceſs of Time do grow and become fit for the 
wn ani uſe of Man; even ſo our Souls ſhould grow up as the 
1, Bi Calves of the Stall, Mal. 4. 2. To become prepared 
7 one of for che Father of Spirits. Saith Paul to Titus, 1. 5. 
in foil For this Cauſe left I thee in Crete, that than ſbouldel er 
in an in order the Things that are wanting. Or as it is in the 
g herein Marginal Reading, Undone ; That is, to do the 
leaf oF Things which are as yet Undone. So it may be 
to gain truly ſuppoſed, That for this Cauſe Almighty God 
 woull our Creator, doth leave us Creatures, as yet Breath» 
e ſhould ing a little longer on this Earth, that we ſhould ſer 
n ſudg i in Order the Things that are wanting, that is, to fill 
Statute up and ſupply the ſame, and that we ſhould do the 
te M Things which as yet are Undone. Nor as though I 
bath ai bad already attained, either were already perſeſt; = [ 
Le mau follow after, if that I may apprebend that for which al- 
nor ye % 1 am apprehended of Chriſt {eur Phil. 3. 12. This 
ſhould be the very Mind and Reſolution of us here; 
ſenſe We are not to think as if we were already fit for Hea- 
ing. Even, neither were already perfect; but we ſhould: 
be tr fill follow and preſs after it. And becauſe we are 
irth-Ca too apt to be Forgetful and Unmindful, therefore it 
is, tha is thar we are to Exhort and put one another in 
from i Mind. i „ 7 | 
anetet Again, The end of all keeping Company ſhould 


en Tinzz be the mutual Good of each other, and that is moſt ll 


| ; . » | ; N . ö 8 7; 
xa al for our Good, which is for our future and eternal > nr 
nv1110/88 Gool, and therefore to this ſhould be ſuited molt of 
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re, bow we {hall pleaſe God, and mais, i 1151 
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bir Calling and Election ſure. Whilſt others talk of and 
e.rxdort one another how to get Mony, and manage 
= their worldly Buſineſs, or how to look to their Eſtates; 
= here thoſe People, who are indeed Wiſe unto Salvation, 
 fſhould"exhort: one another how to pleaſe, and find 
= acceptance with God, as the Day approaches yet 
= * nearer; when they mut ds 


appear before him. 
We thould be always Thinking, and er af- 
ter thoſe Things which are coming on the Earth, Luke 
21. 26. Vea, and exhort one another to be as Good, 
and God Uke, as erer we can. And where we can 
« apprehend any thing better and more excellent, there 
endeavour to attain and come up unto it, that we 
1 may approve of the Thingt which are Excellent | ak 
where we can in the Courſe and Tenour of our Lives, 
43 conceive of Things more Excellent, there we ſhould 
= Qiill preſs and reach after them: Not only to Think, 
= Feſolve and Purpoſe, but alſo to do them. 
. Indeed we ſhonld be excellent and compleat Chri- 
ſtians, if as we did know theſe Things, ſo we would di 
them. I mean, if we were always ſuch in Conyer- 
fation and Practice, as we are in Speculation and 
Thought. That our Lives were anſwerable and 


= who doth not think and know better than he doth. 
wee ſhould turn our Purpoſes into Performances, and 
= our good Thoughts into ſuitable Actions. 
Aud then there ſhould be a growth and going for- 
= wardin the Chriſtian Life. For it we do not grow 
better, we {hall become worſe; if we do not go for- 
wiards, we ſhall certainly go backwards it we do 
= mot increaſe and amend Daily, we ſhall ſenſibly and 
W manifeſtly decline; if the good Spirit of God doth 
not actuate and make us better, Satan the Aren 
1 23s buſy to tempt, and deprave, and make us Woric. 
And that is one End of exhorting one another, to 


+ 


ie Devil, as a roaring Lion,” walkth about ſeeking 

ee be may truer, 1 Pet. 5.8. Which be doth con- 

tally and conſtantly Even ſo we Hould con- 
Me oh. 2 3 i 4 Sg 4d | ' { 
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agreeable unto our Knowledge. Fom there is no Man 


. ountermine, Fruſtrate, and make Void the Devices 
sd Satan. Be Sober, be Vgilant; becauſe your Adver- 
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| upon the Earthly N of our Body. 
need to prove this to be the Evil Day. For we do all 
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tinually” and conltantiy be upon the Watch againſt 
and exhort one another alſoovdo. 


"R$ 3 * Wy 3 * * 
F 
| * 


him "I 
| The Seripturt is able to male us Miſe unto Salvation; 
and vyhen it doth caution of, or direct to any Thing; 


there it is preſuppoſed, that there is aceordiugly need 


thereof. And fo the Scripture doth direct and com- 
mand to Exhort one another, intimating ' thereby, 
That there is real neceſſity thereof. As the Enemy 
approaches nearer, ſo more Preparation ought to be 


bad and made againſt him. 


What in our Text is called the Day 4 prodching, F 


in other Places of Scripture is called the Evil Day. 


That he may be able to withſtand in the Evil Day, and 
| having done all to ſtand, Epeſ. 6.13. Ye that put far 
There is no putting 


[ 


away the Evil Day, Agios 6. 3. 
far away the Evil Day, fos 1t will come at the ap- 


inted Tune, let People do whatever they can, but 
it is meant of putting away the Senſe and Flionghts 


thereof. This Evil Day here intended in both theſe 


| Scriptures, is the Day of Death, when the Rain de- 


ſcends, and the Floods come, and the Winds blow and beat 
There is no 


conceive and apprehend of it as Evil. It is certain- 


| p Evil to the Body, in that it brings Pain and De- 
, 


uction upon it, and as ſuch we abhor and fear it. 
We do often wiſh that the Time would paſs away, 
and we are unprovided againſt it. But when the 
Day approaching ſhall approach indeed; when An 


End is come, the End is come, Eick. 7. 6. Which is 


doubled for our more taking notice thereof, as alſo 


to denote the abſolute certainty thereof, then we (ſhall 


indeed wiſh that it was not come, but that it was yet 
further off. But Death is ſuch a Thing from which 
we cannot remove our Neck from ſubmitting po its 
Stroke.” Go away we mult; when God the Lord, un- 


to whom belong the Tues! from Death, doth by his 
Meſſenger Death, require, Luke 12. 20. and call for 


oungouls. $6 | 


de Apoctle, Beholg I hew 304-4 Myſtery, ne 


eee {bal all, be changed, i Car. 15. 
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« (8 8 . 
zt. Fo Beloved, I ſhew you a Myſtery, we ſhall 
not all, nor any of us Dye ; that is, Out Seuls, ou 
 Selves thall not Die, but we ſhall all be Changed. 
Wherefore in the Book of Fob, Death is called a 
Change, All the Days of my appointed Time will | 
wait, till wy Change come. 'Kud indeed it will bez 
mighty Change and Alteration. A Change into ano- 
ther State and manner of Living. A Change into ano- 
ther Place of Abode, much greater and more er 
during then that now is. A Change or Removal from 
viſible Things unto inviſible ; from Things tempo- 
ral, to Things eternal ; from Things preſent to Thing 
to come; from Shadow and Vanity to Subſtance and 
$8 Reality; from the Earth a little Room or Apart! 

ment of this great Houſe of the Creation of God, iu. 
to more high, noble, and greater Rooms or Apart 
ments thereof. A Change from Mortality to Immor- 
tality, from Corruption to Incorruption, from Di- 
ſhoncur to Glory, from Imperſection to Perfection, 
from Body to Spirit, from things Terreſtial to thing 
Celeſtial. There is now a terreſtial State of Thing, tter 
and there will be a celeſtial State of Things, even of ma 
according to the Order and Decree of our God, om Simil 
to ſucceed the other. A Po . falls 
As God ſaid in the firſt Creation, Let us male Man; move 
3 Jo here it is, as if God ſhould have ſaid to the Chil- I cauſe 
3 dren of Men, they ſhall grow and dwell on the Earth himſe 
FHD ſome Time, and afterwards go either to Heaven Souls, 
dr Fell. So that it will be both 4 Change and alſo 2 1s, w. 
Removal, even as our great Creator hath ordered it. There 
And the Sons of the Prophets came forth to Eliſha, an Thing 
aid unto him, knoweft thou that the Lord will take an to ap} 


—_ 
9 


7 
1 


thy Maſter from thy Hend to Day? 2 Kings 2. 3. Even ſe mu 
3 ſo the Lord Gad of Elijah doth continue in like man. dilige 
ner to take away the ſeveral Sons and Daughters d conc] 
= Men, from the Head of their reſpective Families and our 1a 
2 Relations. This he doth in his own Order, which to belt I 
us ſeemeth common and undiftinguiſhable, becauſ' better 
= no Reſpect is had to Age, the Godlineſs or Ungod- Hind: 
I lineſs of one or the other, that the one lives loggen Iuabi 


and that the atber is taken away, He goth Sumo 
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| | | | * 5 
hail WF us through the Poſtern Door or Gate of Death! Ie 
3, our calls for and requires our Souls from out of this Earth- 
ungcd, iy Houſe of the Body, and Tenement of Clay, wherein 
1 act preſent they do lodge and reſide. And as the Lord 
will ] 


our Gol ſpake unto us in Horeb, ſaying, Ye habt dels 


| be i long enongh in this Mount, Deut. 1. 6. So it is as il 


o an- he thould ſay, O ye Sons and Daughters of Men, e 
o and: ſhall and have for ſome time dwelt on the Face of the i 
re en. Earth, in Houſes of Clay; but now I will take e 
1 from away, and remove ye again into other Parts and 
empo- Wl Habitations of the World, 55 5. 
Thing e Now the Uſe, Benefit and Inſtruction of Gl“, 
ce and taking us away from this Earth, and of our own 
Apart Death approaching, is according to what is contain= = + 
d, in- ed in the Words of our Text, But Exhorting bne ano- 14 
Apan WW ther,” and ſo much the more, as ye ſee the Day approach- 
amor- ig. wo” LY 5 09 
om D. Which brings me to the ſecond Point of Diſcourſe,, _ | 
fection, namely, As we draw nearer in Time to this Day 4 > 

> thing Wl proaching, ſo we thould become better Chriſtians, and 
Things, tter Servants of the Lord God. The Reaſon where- 

, cven of may be ſomewhat underſtood from this common 

d, on: WF Similitude : That if you throw up a Stone, when it 


falls down again towards the Earth, it is ſeen to 


e Man; move quicker, as it comes nearer to the Earth, be- 4 
xe Chil- cauſe theFarth is its Centure. In like manner God 3 
je Earth bimſelf, our Creator, being alſo the Center of our 4 
Heaven Souls, Unto whom ſhall all Fleſh come, Pfal. 65. 2. That 1 
| alſo is, what inbabits within the Fleſh, as our Souls do. Nv 
lered it. Therefore by the ſame Reaſon and Analogy f 
1a, an Things, the nearer our Spirits are upon their Return 
ate ang to appear before the God who gave them, they ſhould "8 
. Even e much the more Labour and endeavour yet more 
ke man. diligently and earneltly to pleaſe God, and be Re- 
hters ot conciled unto him. So that by the ſame conſequence, 
lies andi our latter and laſt Days, ſhould be our better and 
which to belt Days; our latter and laſt Works, ſhould be our | 
becaul:W better-and beſt Works. There can be no Excuſe or 
Ungol- Hindrance from this, unleſs by more Weakneſs and, ü 
s loggen Inability of Body, which is occaſioned by the coming ' i 
Summon 
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hy the Weakneſs or Age of the Body, ſhould be ho! 

ö D et es p- 
den, ſupplied, and wade up by the expediteneſs and 
= willingneſs of the Spirit: That though the Fleſh i, 
ie, Yet the Spirit may be Willing; and when in the 
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ad obcy God And fo much the more, as this Spiri 
of ours is nearer in time to be diſlodged from ont of 
the Body, and to return back and be gathered uy 
= unto him, who is the Father of Spirits, = 
It the Queſtion be here asked, How ſhall we be 
better Chriſtians and better Servants af the Lord God! 
A anſwer according to the common Notion of grow: 
ing better: That is, to do more in Quantity, and yet 
more excellent in its kind. For if the Thing be good 


in it ſelf, then the more it is in Quantity, the better 
its; or if it can be improved, poliſhed and ren- 
= _dred more Excellent, the better it is. And fuch 
= ſhould be our Obedience and Service of the Lord God, 
both more in Quantity, and alſo more Excellent in 
1 its kind. We ſhould obey and ſerve God yet longet, 
even ſo as to Iuſtantly ſerve God Day and Night, Acts 
26. 7. And yet more Excellent in its way; that is, 
more Spiritually, and Underſtandingly, and Atten- 
_=_— tively. We may learn good Inſtruction from that, Say- 
ing of Jehu, Abab ſerved Baal à little, 2 5 (hall 
pferve him much, 2 Kings 10. 18. But we ſhould thus 
ijeeaſon and apply it unto the God of Iſracl. In the 
= - foregoing part of my Biſe I ſerved God a little, and! 
did a little Good; but in the latter part thereof, 
nil ſerve God much, and do yet more Good. Such 
= Thoutd be the right Inference and Practice. But is it 
nhaot contrariwiſe with many, yea with our ſelves al- 
1 10 Having begun in the Spirit, art ye now made Per- 
fe by the-Eleſh Gal. 3. 3. In the foregoing part of 
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der part thereof, we ſerve him but a little. Theſe 
*8 Sings ought not ſo to be; for inſtead of complying 
with the Furport and Intent of our Text, this is 12: 


1 ther to reverſe and contradict it. For inſtead of 
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our Lite we ferved God much,” and now in the lat? 


. Exhorting one another, aud ſo much the more as ye [it| 
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'F- 38. ye ſce the Day pproaching. 5 Wbich would 
be highly. diſpleaſing unto e God, and ut- 
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terly contrariant to his Mind and Will. . The near- 
ex any one approaches unto the King's Preſeße, the 
more deſirous be is to pleaſe, and to get in Favour 
with him. The like we ſhould do unto the eternal 
and inviſible God, whole loving” Kindneſs is Life it 
ſelf, which reliſhes all other Things; and his Benefits 
and Mercies are of infinitely more Worth, then all 
the Things or Men of this World. 4 
My Soul thirſteth for God, for the living Gad: When 


ſhall I come and appear before God ? was the Saying 


and Exclamation of one of his Servants of old Time. 


Which appearing before God hath a two-fold Sence 


and Signification, either to 1 702 before him in his 
Courts and Temple, or in the Place of his Worſhip; 
and this is done here on Earth, which is ſomewhat 


{like the Preſence Chamber, when the King is not 


\ 


here. But the more efpecial and near appearing be- 
pre God, is in the other World, aſter that we are 


mop we ſee through a Glaſs darkly, but then Face to Face, 
Cor. 13.12. Now we {ce only the Things created, 


Thus maygbat Qucition be truly anſwered, When 
[Pall com and appear before God? As ſoon as we 
Pie, and our Spirits are diſlodged from the Body, 
nto the World of Spirits: Then ſhall we come and 


kpjcar 70 e . when, the Duſt or fleſhly Part of 


. 


0 gar it. For God is the Father of nn a8 
the Rivers and Fountains do firſt ariſe from, an 
turn again into the Ocean; Even ſo from God the 
reator of all Things, the Ocean and Fountain of all 
ing, all Spirits do at firſt Proceed, and to him they 
buſt return, and in him they mult end. Here the 

enlequence is meet and Right, that as he is a moſt 
oy and, Pure Being, for the Pare in Heart ſhall ſee: 4, 
yen fo it is fit, and reaſonable, That this Spi- 

W* Or. Soul of ours ſhe! Holy, as 1 

(eto. appear before God. Every like loves its 
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by Death gone off from the Stage of this Earth. For 


but then and there we ſhall ſee the Creator himſel. 


| culd be Pure and Hol + 49 10 Th * 
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* ike; and an Holy and Pure God loves an Holy and 

| Pure Soul. Vea according to the Reafoning and In- pan 
ſtruction of our Text, this Soul of ours ſhould be nt « 
rendrediyet more Pure and Holy, as it draws nearer one 

in Nie come, and appear before God, that it 1 
may be without Spot and Blemiſh preſented in his hke 
Sight. For if the Blood of Bulls and of Goats, and the wh: 
Aſbes of an Heifer ſprinkling the Unclean, Sanctiſieth Ing 
to the Parifying of the Fleſh : How much more ſhall we 
 - The Blood of Chriſt, who through the eternal Spirit, offered ſho 
 . himſelf without Spot to God, parge your Conſcience from o s 
2 dead Works, to ſerve the living God? Heb. g. 13. 14, be 
And ſo this Soul and Conſcience of ours ſhould be mo! 
=_—  Sanctified and Purified, that it may appear without Thi 
PHP pot before God, being purged from dead Works, and wit 
from the Things which Savour of this Earth. Think re 
before hand how thou ſhalt wiſh and deſire thy Soul did 

E tobe, when it ſhall indeed ſtand before God. Would- fult 
elt thou not then have it to be very Pure, Holy, Righ- * 
= + tcous, and Unblameable, and Unreproveable in his Jon 
= Sight, and ſo do thou endeavour to get it, and to core 
prepare and make it ready for the Lor. Jo 
This whole Life Time here on Earth is lent us to 2 
make Ray, and to make us a People prepared for fro: 
the Lord; That we may become more God-like and * 

more Chriſt-lixe, and yet more transform@ into the 1 1 

Image of him who Created us. To delight in God, to 2 

love him with all our Heart, and to cleave unto him. Wo 

Unite my Heart to fear thy Name, Pſal. 86. 11. That pos 

el 


juſt as our Spirit comes to be diſlodged from the 
Body, it may be rendred Pure and Holy, and fo be the 
committed into the Hand of the Father of Spirits. 

Truly, mine own Thoughts are full of Terrour and of e 
Amazement, as I conſider throughly, how that mine fo tl 
own Spirit muſt launch out of this Body, into tle ther 
World of Spirits, and be wholly taken from theſe NEV 


ſenſible and viſible Things, to be and converſe only Spir 

with ſpiritual and inviſible Things. It muſt una- and 

g voidably be fo, for there is no holding in of the Spiri, Exh 

* an there is no diſcharge in that Warfate, How then the, 
t, ſhould the Conſideration hereof enforce and achul 5 
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paratory Things, that it may be well with this Spi- 
it of ours, after it is diſlodged from the Body, all 
one as whilſt it was therein. e 


We ſhould as near as ever we can re and 


ken the Life which we now live, unto that Liſe | 


which we ſhall at laſt live ; which is done by free- 
ing us from Senſe and Senſuahty, as much as ęver 


we can. Though we live in the World, yet we 


ſhould not be of the World. but confeſs our ſelves Stran- 


gers and Pilgrims on the Earth. Our Thoughts ſhould 


be always on tbat Place we are going unto, and 


more eſpecially on the great God, the Creator of all 4 


and to do'thoſe pres 


Things. How to be Reconciled unto, and at Peace 


with him, that he may do good Things for us, and 


give us the everlaſting Bleſſedneſs and Glory, as he 


5 Create this Body and Soul of ours at the very 


jon it is Sate; if People would once take and do ac- 


Jo write the ſame Things to me is not Grievous, but to 


IH n 
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cording to our Text, Bur Exhorting one another, and - ſn 


fo much the more, as ye fee the Day approaching. 


from theſe Words. | 
The Firſt ſhall be of Inſtruction. | 
The pond of Exhortation, WM . 
The ule of Inſtruction may be gathered from thoſe 


Some practical Uſes and Inferences I would draw 


Words, And ſo much the more, as ye ſee the Day ap- * K "8 
E But who knoweth not ſuch Things as 
hat 


theſe ? 


the Day of this Life is going away, aud 
the Day of Death approacheth. 


This is fo obvious 


and manifeſt to the common Sence and Experience 
even oF the moſt unlearned Perſon, 


of every one, | 
ſo that they feem to have no need to be inſtructed 
therein. B 

nevertheleſs, that thereupon they thould be yet more 


| Spiritual, and more Godly, and more Pure in Heart, 


and more Heavenly minded. 
Exhort one another, 


the Day approaching. 


To thts they ſhould 
and ſo much the more as they ſee 
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walked before thee in Truth, and in Righteouſneſs, and in 
uprightneſs of Heart with i hes, 1 Kings 3. 6. The ſame 
is Ai God unto all lus Creatures and: Servants, 
| into David the Father of Solomon. He 
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in Obedience, Godlineſs and 1 aud the 
more Good they do, Almighty God 
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8 we ſhall 


eaven, yet they will then wiſhyand deſire that they 


f E + Know bon they oug hi to walk, and to pleaſe God, yet rengt] 


nevertheleſs they would not do it. And this is the, Mppreh( 


Condemnation, that Light is come into the World, and Wis Ea 
en loved Darkneſs rather than Light, becauſe their e tha 
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All ye ht 
ig a Care of; 
FO eglect: They 
are the damning and excluding Sins, which ſhut 
caven againſt us. Take heed ſo as to refrain from 
hat Sin ot Aedea (Video mel iora Probog;, Peteriora fe< 


” 
, 
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h, of ſeeing and approving the better Things, an 
fet following the worſe ; for herein conſiſts the Evit - 
md Obliquity of Sin, in making the worſe Choice. 
Of another Thing, Care is to be taken, and hee& _ - 
ught to be given, for much Prejudice aad Lofs doth” 
ay Times accrue to us for want thereof: Which 
„ That we put forth our utmoſt, and exert all our 
fength , and do according to whatever we can 
pprehend. All our, Actions in this Life, and on 
and Wis Earth, ſhould be referred up to this end; how Yb 
e Mall ſerve God, and get to Heaven. And in 
lem- Wibatever our Hand finds us to do, we ſhould con- 
der diligently, how it doth promote or tend unto 
at ſame End ; and accordingiy we ſhould do ſuch: hk 
Thing, or let it alone. Here is the Mind that las, 
Wo, to be wiſe for Heaven, and to endeavour = 
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ſet all other Things, of this 
World be with us howſoever they will; ſo that we 


may come to Heaven at the oh it matters not what 


Things we meet withal or ſuffer in this World. 1 
ted to act or ſuffer any: Thing; to endure 
any cut, Toil or Irkſomeneſs, fo that at length 
my Soul may be received and lodged in Ablrabams 


Oe. 1 0 N — 7 
4 as on one hand, the Benefit of ſuch a Bleſſed- 
nels at our End, will make abundant Amends and 
Compenfation for all the evil Things had here : 80 


| i one ſhould have the evil Things of this Life, and 
At laſt go to Hell alſo, chen this would be 


an Agera- 
ration and Increaſe of their Miſery. Lord give me 
any Pain or Miſery here, ſo thou wilt deliver me 
from the Damnation of Hell hereafter. And again, 
Do thou deny me any Thing, of what are called the 
$7 Things and Comforts of this Life, ſo that 
don wilt give me Heaven hercafter. And as to this, 
We ſhould beſo much the more careful and concern- 
ed, as we. make out Approaches yet nearer and 


nearer to our End. But call to Remembrance the for- 


mer Days, in which after ye were Illuminated, Heb. 10. 
= Remember when 'ye were in the belt State, and 
ondition towards the 5 
Hgent and careful to pleaſe him; and then try if we 
can even mend anct exceed that towards the claſe and 
ſhatting up of our Days. As they who run in a 
Race, 15 run faſteſt towards the end of their Race; 


we ſhould yet more endeavour to Obey , Serve 
and Pleaſe the Lord our God, as our. Warfare upon 


Earth doth draw nearer to be accompliſhed and fi- 


"iſhed, and as we advance nearer to come and ap- 


pear before God. Then ſhould be a buckling up 


- of all our Force, a ſtriving to the uttermoſt, and a 


putting forth all our Strength, juſt as we come near 
or next to the Mete or Goal. Accordingly, Account 
will be demanded, and muſt be given, how we be- 
baved and carried our ſelves a little before we come 
oft from the Stage of this Earth ; Yea, an 8 
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aved our ſelves all along. 
be Kingdom of Heaven ſuffereth Violence, and the Vio- 


Kingdom of God is Preached; and. every Man 4175 
nto it, Luke 16. 16. Which is as much as if 


it ſuch a diſtance, and we would fain enter in, but 
re muſt run hard, leaſt it ſhould be ſhut againſt us. 


o deſcribe and Tet it forth in other Places, by rea- 


he Way, Matt. 7. 14: Which leads and lets into the 
Kingdom of God, we muſt ſqueeze bard and Strive 
uke 13. 24. very much to get our ſelves in. There 
much more requiſite and neceſſary (as appears 


eaven, then a Courſe of outward Worthip all our 
Lives long; although we ſhould. be found never ſo 
onftant and diligent therein. Tis Obedience (Obey 
Þ:) Voice and Live) and not fo much outward Wor- 

ie intitles us to the favour and acceptance 
dt God; and that we may come to Heaven, the Ha- 


o what may be 3 and underſtood from the 
eventh Chapter of Feremial; and then as we learn 
rom the Twenty Third Verſe thereof, this ſame Obe- 
lence mult be Univerſal, Obey my Voice, and I will 
- * God, and ye ſhall be my People; and walk ye in 


mould be conſtant and laſting, running throughout 
all the Days of our Life, yea every Minute and Hour 


Evil, and this Obedience is never to be diſcontinued 
dor left off. Whereas outward Worthip is for a 


ee Day. But there ſhould be. a Perpetual Fear 
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lhe demanded, and mat bo ien, how we le. 
And-from the Days of John the Baptiſt, until now, 
len take ir by Force; Matt. 11. 12. Sinct that time the 


we 
ould ſo conceive it, as if we ſhould ſee, a Door open 


Dr ratbeß yet more properly, for the Scripture doth | 
on of the Srraizneſs of the Gate, and Narrowneſ; of 


1m. ſearching diligently of the Scriptures) to go to 


tation of bis Holineſs, and of his Glory, According 


ut the Ways that I have commanded you, that it may 
e well unto you. Yea further, This ſame Obedience 


hereof; after we come to the knowledge of Good and 
dabbath-Day, or for Morning and Evening of each 


ud Trembling not to Sin againſt God, but to Ober 
the Dietates of bis 
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_ Spirit. "Non off vera Religio qus cum Templo Relinguitn 55 
aid one of the Antients; and truly unleſs we do 74 
much, yea more for God, out of Church, or the PA 5a 

; of is Worſhip, then we do therein, our Keligin fi 77,4 
Vain, or W it will not be a Religion 0 ed a 
ne ß and muſi 
F As written, The perpetual Hills did Bow, Hi Ne 
3. 6. So give me the Mind that pefpetually Bows, an If 
rembles at the Sence and Remembrance of lM #461; 
Lord God; that bath always a ver) great Aw, HY ir 7 
rour and Reverence, for his inviſible Majeſty ; wh poſſib 
Heart is always franght with an inward Dread. them. 
the great and unſeen Creatour of the World ; MEER 
never hears the Name of God named, but is ther order 
on ſtruck and poſſeſſed with Reverence and Obe in Ea 
ence and Godly Fear. 5 poſe 3 
We ſhould by our continued and repeated Mie 2. 
of Worſhip grow better, and make further adrau n b 
ment in the Chriſtian Life. Exborting one ana 4. 
"and ſo much the more as ye ſee the Day apppoachiq Her ſh 
And ſo we ſhould endeavour to grow more Gol 17. 7. 
and more Spiritual, and more Pure in Heart; ft Planes 

| T may apprehend that for which alſo I am appreilec,; . 
of Chriſt Feſus, Phil. 3 12. From this Speech of Palſy , 
we may gather and put in conſtant Practice h r 
Word of Inſtruction, That whatever we can thi Holy, f 
or Apprehend, may be pleaſing and acceptable ui ſpir 


God, there we be ſure to do it. And ſo we tho 
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eee upon bim, Though out outward Bodiſy 
nquitn Eyes may be ſometimes down towards the Eart 1 
or this way, or that way, yet the Eyes of our Under- 
he Plat Fanding being enlightened, may be unto” Gad in the 
11g Wi Heavens, And how our Converſation: is to B@rder- 
n te ed according to the Goſpel of Chriſt, and what we 
; mult do in order to have his Peace, and Favour, and 
w, Ol 1 . 18 F r 
JWS, al IH God be once Reconeiled, and at Peace with us, 
e of then neither Death nor the Devil, nor Principaliciecy 
nor Powers, nor Things preſent; nor Things to come, can, 
5 Wh poſſibly burt us; and we need not to be afraid of 
Dread them. ' And about the Time of Forty Tears ſuffered He 
i Manners in the Wilderneſs, Acts 13. 18. So he 
thera ordereth or ſifereth all Things, both in Heaven and 
d Obeißz in Earth; which Conſideration (hould mightity con- 
_ Wpole and quiet our Spirits. The Lord Reigneth, let 
ted AW rhe People Tremble ; He ſitteth between the Chernbims ; 
advan the Earth be moved, Pſal. g . I. 
* ano” At that Day ſhall a Man look to his Maker, and bis 
ppoachi De ſhall have Reſpect unto the Holy One of Iſrael, Ix. 
re God 77. 7. And fo we fhould at all Times, and in all 
t 3 FU Places, have Reſpect to the inviſible God our Crea- 
pprevvitour ; which ſhould influence us to follow Peace with 
b of T Men, and Holineſs, without which no Man ſhall ſee 
actice Meth Lord; Heb. 12. 14. Again it is written, Br 9e 
can ug Hh, for I am Holy, faith the Lord; and we ſfwulck 
table WII ſpiritualize and order whatever we have to do in 
we ſhaſſhthis World, cven to the leaſt and moſt common 
bought Things, that it may be all Holineſs unto the Lord, 
Time ( n that Day ſhall there be upon the Bells of the Ho#ſes, 
% mine Holineſs unto the Lord, Zech. 14. 20. We ſhould re- 


ut wy er all up towards God and Heaven, and bring 
Our To batever we have to do in Subordination aud Ten- 
5 5 ency to that great End. Learn and Practice this 

1 managt 


ue and only Wiſdom, that we will no more do 
God "Stat may prejuclice our Title to Heaven, or to loſe 
of % e Favour of God, or our Hope and Expectation 
ther. e that l and greater Reward, then a wWiſe Man 


yea. wi lows doth thoſe Things which would occation Les M 
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elvet, that me loſe not thoſe —9 5 which me haut e. 
 wronght, but that we receive a full Reward, 2 John 8. Moth C 
This is the Word of Inſtruction, which I would hav: Weir o 
them, who' ſhall Hear or Read theſe Things, remem- rom t 
ber AA carry away along with them, Be ye wiſe fu o flee 
Heaven. And as ye fe and obſerve how others are e com 
Wiſe in the Proſecution and Accompliſhinent of Who + 
their Worldly Ends and Deſigns ; For the Children in 
this World are in their Generation Wifer then the Childrn e then 
of Light So in like manner do ye ſtrive and ende ms is 
Four to be Wiſe for Heaven, the great and main , 1: 
End. Be fo Wiſe as to put your good Thoughts in- ent 50 

to Actions accordingty, and to turn your Purpoſs Pod 


ings 

he 0 
and wi. 
ate, at 
Fool 
his. 


into Performances. This 1s to receive Iuſtruction, 
and here is the Mind that hath Wiſdom. _ 
But to put ye yet more upon doing of theſe Fhing 
brings to our Second Uſe of Exhortation 5 which b 
to exhort ye to exhort one another. There is ſucha 
wonderful Averſation and Backwardneſs to tr 
.. minding, or rather to the doing of the Things that 


belong to our Peace, that as there is need of LI do 

upon Line, Line upon Line, Precept uppn Precept, In I do 

cept upon Precept; So there is need of Exhortation t be mor. 

enforce the Exhortation. Ye are ſo unwilling aue done 

difficult to come to the Practice thereof, that thenW-ite, e 

is need to exhort ye to exhort one another. And «fs ſoon 

all Exhortations, none is more proper to perſ ua appr. 

ye to exhort one another, then a through. Conſiden nd act 

tion of the Day approaching; for if People are fo the T 

my much concerned n har they ſhall Eat, and what HH the. 

; Pall Drink, and wherewithal they ſhall be Clothed mother 

= this ſhort Time, becauſe theſe Things are preſent aut ava 

4 | ſenſible, they muſt alſo think ſdmewbat before too 1: 

band of that Day approaching. And when the EH done 

is come, That is, when that Day approaching is acuur You 

ally approached indeed, as fo it is upon the Dede, wh! 

of every one, then they mult unavoidably think uf Wor, 

ther it ſhall go well or ill with them. throughout n Deat! 

B Eternity; for then theſe Things will be preſent aW\clpec 

Aenſible alſo. Then thoſe who heretofore in the mind fee 

= of Youth, Health and Vigour, did care for oi 
oa as... . ad 
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be ee Things, theſe very ſame People will beeome 
ohn 8. ee and Thoughtful, an they will delt F 
1 have beir own Souls, and Exhort others alſo (as appears 
mem. Niom the Example of him in Late 16. 27, 28.) how 
iſe for flee from and fave themſelves from the Wrath 
ers ae come, when the great Day of his Wrath is come, and 
ent of ho ſpall be able to ſtand? Rev. 6. 17. But then it is 
[dren gain written, And the Door was ſhut, Mat. 25. 10. 
%ildrn Wo then it will be too late. A very Heathen did ſay, 
ende: it is the Top of the higheſt Wiſdom, to do thoſe Things 
| main hilt living, which we ſhall miſh we had done when we 
zhts in. ene to die. And this is the difference between the 
urpofg ody and Sinners, between wiſe Men and Fools. 
ruction be Godly and the Wiſe conſider, and do only thoſe 
bings in Time, and before it be too late, which 
Thing be Sinners and Fools do at laſt bethink themſelves, 
vhich end with they had otherwiſe done, when it is tob 
s ſucha ate, and the Time is over and paſt. It is the Part 
to tet Fools to fay, I thought it would never come to 
E.. ff.. £0 26 A 
of Lin 1 do now in the Name of God Exhort ye, and al- 
pt, Pro I do Exhort ye to Exhort one another, and ſo much 
ation l more as ye ſee the Day approaching. Which is to 
ing ane done in the beginning of and throughout your 
bat then Life, even while the Day is approaching, as ſo it is 
And i foon as we draw Breath, and not when the Day 
perſualgW5 approached. For that would be to contradict, 
znſiden und act contrary to the Exhortation and Inſtruction 
are ſo Mn the Text; for inſtead of Exhorting one another as ye 
what e the Day approaching, it would be to Exhort one 
Jorhed (fpnother as ye feel the Day approached ; which would 
«ſent ant avail, nor yet ſtand in Read, for then it would 
it beforfWe too late. But the afore-mentioned Buſineſs is to 
the Ee done amidſt and throu | 
is acuWur Youth up, 1 muſt Work 
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an Work, John 9. 4. In 
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hout our Life, even from 
the Works of him th 
me, while it is Day, the Night #emeth when n0 
hn. the midſt of Life we are 
in Death ; ſo in the midſt of Life we ſhould have 
Klpect and look unto Death, even to Eye all along, 
jd {ee the Day. ap int, to have it 
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And Thought, a 


nd ſo much the more as it approach; 
%% ff , ĩ²³˙¹A 

Some Time ſince when we were under Sickneſs, 

Weakneſs and Conſumption, we might poſſibly 

think ür ſelves nearer. unto Death, then now we 

are in a State of Recovery and Health, - Whereas 


in Truth now'we are nearer to Death then ever we, 


were yer, and to Morrow it will be yet nearer then to 


Day, and ſo on until the laſt Day cometh. Every Re- 


rolution of the Sun, each Day and Night is one 
Pace or Stride nearer tothe Grave; and ſo we ſhould 
think it as ſuch, as each Day . on. Be ye there- 
fore ready alſo, for the Son Man cometh at an How 


Sum. of our Exhortation, Exbort one another, that ye 
may be in a readineſs to meet with and appear be- 
fore yaur God# unto whom all Fleſh ſhall come. Be 
as good, and do as much good as ever ye can. En- 
= . ceavour and be diligent to the utmoſt, that ye may 
be found of him in Peace, without Spot and Blameleſc. 
Do whatever ye can think of or Apprehend, that ye 
may pleaſe God, and be accepted with him; and 
as. ze apprehend more and better, there be {ure to 
preis on and do the ſame. And to this I Exhort both 
thee and my ſelf, and let us Exbort all thoſe we 
keep Company with, or we bave occaſion to Talk 
with, And ſo much the more as ye fee the Day approact- 
= . urthermore then we beſeech you Brethren, and Exhort 
Jon by the Lord Teſus, that as ye. have received of us 

' how ye onght 10 walk, and to pleaſe God, ſo ye mould abound 
more A more, 1 Thefl. 4. 1. This again I do, teach 
and affirm conſtantly, for 1 gather and learn as 
much from the Scriptures of Truth, that the more In- 
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nocent, the more Perfect, the more Holy and Obe- 


dient, and the more Gogd. any one hath, or ſhall 
do, it will be proportionably ſo much the better for 
that Man or Woman throughout all Eternity; and 


2 though there are a great many precious Promiſcs 
Catered up and down in Scripture (which wee 
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» when ye think not, Luke 12. 409, And fo this is the 


be will receive a more full and greater Reward. Al- 
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Truth, and the Life; Yet ſtill it may be gathered anc 
underſtood, from what is ſaid towards the cloſe of 
this ſame Chapter, that God hath more Favour for 
thoſe ut Perſons who need. no Repentance ; 
ſequentiy it may be better for ſuch throughout all 
Eternity, then for the Sinner that cometh to Kepentance, 
Thus much is ſhewn to us by what is ſaid concern- 
ing the Man. who had two Sons; where though be 
who had waſted his Subſtance with riotous Living, and 
bal ſpent all, yet upon his returning again unto his 
Father, was received into Favour ; But when he was. 
Wt a great way off, his Father ſaw him, and had Com. 
paſſun, and ran and fell on his Neck, aud Kiſſed 2 * 
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Jul ordered the beñ Robe to be put on him, and a Rin; r tt 
en his Hand, and Shoes on his Feat, and the fatted Ci 1 
ö was. killed for him. Notwithitanding all this Fa- oth 
1 your, Kjndneſs and Endearment ; yet what faith the greſs 
6 Anſwer of God to the other Son, who had never and 
E- tranſareſſed his Commandment at any Time? For God Tear 
cur Heavenly Father is there ſet forth, ayg his Mcr- BWW thy « 
cy and Goodneſs is ſhewn unto us, in this Parable and 
er the Man having two Sons: And he ſaid unto hin, on f 
Son, thon art ever with me, and all that 1 have is thine. & an © 
at may be truly reaſoned, That ſuch. of the Children WF are 1 
aud Sons of God, wha never go aſtray from their God, Wl with 
but always abide with him; and like Enoch, malt if Cl 
with Gd; Whoſerve him many Tears, and throughout with 
the whole Courſe of their Life here on Earth, and 4. with 
nit tranſoreſs at any time bis Commandment. Ther: tair 
is hardly ſuch a Son or Child of God here on Earth, Wh mot 
Like as to our Fathers, according to the Fleſh, Chi- the 
ren are apt now and then to do ſomewhat which MW Rig 
may diſpleaſe their Father, through Ignorance, In- Fat 
firmity, or np 4 But the good Word of Gd beſt 

_ faith again for our 75 and Comfort as to this WF upo 
Matter, Like as 4 Father pitieih his Children, ſo the bim 
F LZordpitieth them that Fear him, Pal. 103. 13. And WM Kig 
22s we know experimentally by our ſelves, a little thei 
=_ _ Faulr doth not make us preſently to Loſe all our WM ra. 
Love to the Son of our Bowels, or the Fruit of our a5! 
Body; but a Father Pities and Forgives a ſmall WF anc 
Fault of his Child. So I believe and conceive, That dre 
the Lotd our Heavenly Father, doth in like manner ing 

| Pity them that Fear him, who deſire for the con- Ho 
Fintigl Bent of their Souh to Fear before him. He Ha 
doth Jikewiſe* pity and forgive the Spot of his Chil-F are 
dren; which is not wilful corrupting themſelves, Deut. WI 
2.5. Like as a Spot will ſometimes happen upon G0 
Clothes, notwithſtanding our utmoſt ank continued f Pe 
Care to the contrary, And upon this or the like (n 
Reaſon, the Apoftle delivers that Rule, as from the an 
Spirit of God: Brethren, If a” Man be overtaken with lik 
a Fault, je which are Spiritual reſtore ſuch an on: in dt 


he Spirit of Meelneſi, conſidering thy ſelf, left thou 42 
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a Ring pied, Gal. 6. 1. From all which hath been 
4. Ci reſaid, I would infer, That the longer any one I 


is Pa- oth:ferve God our Heavenly Father, and not tranſ- 
ith the greſs his Commandment at any Time, or as ſeldom, 
never and in as few Inftances as poſſible (Lo, theſe many 
or God Tears do I ſerve thee, neither tranſgreſſed I at any Time 
is Mcr- ih Commandment) the whole and continued Stream 
22ribl: and Current of the Favour and Love of God is up- 
110 hin, on ſuch a Soul: And the Spirit of God faith to ſuch. 
ine. 9 an one (For at many as are led by the Spirit of God, they 
hildren are the Sons of God; The Spirit it ſelf beareth Witneſs _ 
ir God, Wl ith our Spirit, that we are the Children of God. And 
h, wall if Children, then Heirs, Heirs of God, and joint Heirs 
xaghout Wl with Chriſt, Rom. 8. 14, 16, 17.) Son, thou art eve 
and 40 with 5 and all that I have is thine. Now as it is cer- ' 
There tain, That all which that Father had, was much ⁵ 
Earth. more then only the Fatted Calf, and the Beſt Robe, and 
„ Chil- the Ring, and the Shoes ; it muſt hence follow by 
which MW. Right and true Conſequence, that God our Heavenly 
ce, In- Father, bath more Favour and Love, and he will 
of God beſtow a more full and greater Reward hereafter, 
to this upon thoſe his Sons and Children, who do ſerve 7 LF 
„ fo the bim many Years, and who ſerve him without Fear in 
And Righteonſneſs and Holineſs before him all the Days of Mu 
a little their Life, Luke 1. 74, 75. and who do not at any tine 
all our  ranſerel: his Commandments, nor any of them, or in 
of our WM as few Inſtances as poſſible. © He hath greater Love 
i ſmall and Favour for them, then he hath for ſuch Chil» 
„ That dren, who go away from their God: Which depart- 
manner ing anay. from the Lord, is called, great Whoredom, 
Je con- loſea. 1. 2. and waſte what God gives them in 
1. He Harlots and riotous Living, upon thoſe Luſts, which 
js Chi- are profeſſed Enemies and Rebels to his Law. Not- 
„Deut. withſtanding theſe return again to the Lord their nel 
n upon God, after they have waſted all, and are ready to 
ntinued Periſh ; God indeed of his great Goodneſs and Mercy y 
he like (not from their Deſert), will receive ſuch to his Love 
rom the and Fayour again; yet he doth not ſay to them in 
en wi: WF like manner as he doth to bis always obedient Chil- 
2 one in dten, who do not tranſgreſs his Commandment at 
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ent Children then to returning and re 
gals: Which is the Thing I intended to ſhew and 
manifeſt, as it is ſo. noted, and here rightly gathered 
from the Scriptures of Truth... „„ PI NE 
And knowing the Revelation of the Righteous. Fudg- 


Again, We exhort Men to do accordi 


-tranſgreſs bis Commandment at any Iime. 


then 
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ment of God (who will render to every Man Evie 
to his Deeds, Rom. 2. 5, 6.) to be on this wiſe, We 
rſuade Men, to ever abide with their God, and tv 


Jerve him many Years, if he ſhould lengthen them out 
to the Days of Merhuſaleh; 7a to ſerve him in eve- 


7 one of them, and not to ſerve divers Luſts and Plea- 
fares in any of them, as is the manner of thoſe who 
Lord God, thou art my. Tru 


yh 0 
ö t from my Youth. By thee 
have been holden up from the Womb ; thou art he that 
took me out of my Mothers Bowels, my: Praiſe ſhall be 
continually of thee, Pſal. p1.5,6.. , 


are Fooliſh and Deceived. For thou art my 


to what is 
commaniled , Theſe are the Statutes and  Fudgments 
which yr ſhall obſerve to do in the Land, which the Lord 
God of thy Fathers giveth thee to poſſeſs it, all the Day: 
that'ye live upon the Earth, Deut. 12. 1. and args 
or 
if they do thus, they have the Anſwer of God, ſpeak- 
ing to them on this wiſe, to their exceeding great Re- 
ward ; Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I hav: 


1 


Wbat comfortable Words are theſe laſt? And be- 


1 hold herein the goodneſs of God. For as aforemen- 
© * toned, if Children, then Heirs, Heirs of God, and 
& Joynt-beirs with Chriſt. And of this Fulneſs have ne 


received, and Grace for Grace, Jolm 1. 16. What 
can that Soul either Deſire, or indeed have more, 
then to have God, who hath all Things? For God 
here ſaith in theſe Words, All that I have is thine; 
by conſequence, That Soul, to whom theſe 
Things are ſpoken, hath bim who hath all Things. 
For the World is mine, and the fulneſs thereof, Plal. 50. 


12. The Earthis'the Lords, and the fulneſs thereof; th! 
Mur, and they that dwell therein, Plal..24. 1. 80 ar 
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dothe Will of their Heavenly Father, and do not aʒk 
any time tranſgreſs his Commandment, then all 4 
| that God bath, which is all Things, is ours. TIſñuãse 
.1o. Apoſtie Speaks and Argues exactly pertinent to the nl 
= {preſent Matter, Whar ſpall we then ſay to theſe Thins; 2 2M 
| W. Iod be for us, who can be againſt us? He that ſpared” 
4 0 his own Sen, but delivered him up for ur all: How 
| fball he not with him alſo freely give ut all Things? 
Rom. 8. 31, 32. That is, all Things which are good 
p. ber us, and can be bad by us. For with thee is the. 
who / 0#t9in of Life: In thy Light ſhall we ſee Light, pſal. 
36. 9. It being here fall, with thee is the Fountain 


x : * of Life And ſo it may be truly reaſoned, in thy = 
, % ie ſhall we have Life. According to what Jeſus 
1 briſt the Son of God faith unto all that are truly of _ ml 


bis Diſcipleſhip, Becauſe I live, ye ſhall live alſo, John © 
14. 19. Jam come, that they might have Life more abun- 
dantly. Beloved now are we the Sons of God, and it doth 


7574 not 15 appear what we ſhall be; but we know that when be 
Den | appear, we ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee him at h 
0 py it, And if we ſhall be like bim, then ſhall we alſo par- = 


take of his Life and Immortality. ho only hath Im- i 


R 5 mortality, 1 Tim. 6. 16. as in himſelf the Fountain of 
12 Immortality. But yet he is pleaſed to ſtream forth 
bave the fame into the ſeveral created Beings, who are to 
a pe transformed into bis likeneſs; in like manner as 
1 be- (215. of Light do proceed forth from the Sun, the. 
. en- Fountain thereof. I do not fay, we {hall partake of 
oy ns Eternity; for that had no beginning, and him: 
„ve lb only is the eternal One, withour beginning of Daya,” 
+ = pr End of Time: But all we were created in Time 
» ad ſhall never ceaſe to be; for the Sons of God (hall 
| 604 e like him, ſo as to continue to everlaſting. 7 know, 
oF ' 24 whatſoever God doth, it ſhall be for ever; nothing 
[7 ws an be put to it, nor any Thing taken from it; and God 
4: ch % it that Men ſhould fear him, Eccleſ. 3. 14. Here 
. ine. s exprefſed and ſhewn the very end and intent of 
*. 10 0d giving us Life and Immortality, That Men ſhould 
. tar bifore bim. O ttat all the Sons of Men were 


kiſe, that they undertigod 


4 - 1 


this, namely, To fear be-. 
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— WR STO 2 Awe 
. 
pier bim. And then, the Spirit of the Lord ſhall reft 
don them, the Spirit of Wiſdom and Underſtanding, the 
— rn of Counſel and of Might, the Spirit of Knowledge 
ul of the Fear of the Lord, Ifa. a 
We ſhall not only partake of his Life and Im- 
mortality, but of his Bleſſedneſs alſo ; Come ye Bleſſed 
of my Father, Inherit the Kingdom prepared for you, 
from the Foundation of the World. This alſo wile in 
like manner, as we ſhall partake of his Life and Im- 
= mortality. Even ſo it is here; Himſelf only and pro- 
J N. perly is the Bleſſed. Art thou the Chriſt, the Son of the 
ea? Mark 14. 61, God is the Blefſed one, as the 
Fountain of all Bleſfedneſs and he is pleaſed to 
Stream forth and communicate of his own Bleſſed- 
=. neſs unto ſuch whom he ſhall render Bleſſed, and 
= who are the Bleſſed of him, the Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. Furthermore, we have had Fathers of our 
Fleſh, which corrected us, and we gave them Reverence : 
Shall wee not much rather be in Pat ae unto the Fa- 
ther of Spirits jand live? For they verily for a few Days 
__ chaſtened us after their own Pleaſure, but he for our Pro- 
= fit, that we might be partakers of his Holineſs, Heb. 12. 
9, 10. From which laſt words, Partaters of his Ho- 
= lineſs, This may be truly gathered, That if we ar: 
=_  partakers of his Holineſs here, as this Scripture doth 
=_ affurc us that we may, then alſo we ſhall be partakers 
=__  ofbis Bleſſedneſs hereafter. The reaſon whereof is, 
becauſe that Holineſs is the way to Bleſſedneſs. It 
being faid in the fame Chapter, . Wirhout Holineſs no 
= Man ſhall ſee the Lord. Which implies the contra- 


* N 
„ 
t 


3 that with Holineſs, or when the Soul is endued 
eldatbed with Holineſs, then it ſhall ſee the Lord 
. y its unſpeakable Joy and Blefledneſs. To which 
=. Fruthtwo other Scripturts do give witneſs. Bleſſed ar: 


6 pris in Heart, for they ſhall ſee God, Mat. 5. 8. 
q And every Man thas hath this hope in him (of what 18 
mentioned in the foregoing verſe, of ſeeing him as be 
is) parificth himſelf, even as he is pure, 1 John 3. 2. 

It is eſteemed an Honour and Favour, and ſome- 
4 times it is a Benefit to be admitted into the Kings 
Preſence: But much more it is a real Bleſſedneſs to 
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The Spirit it felf alſo bearing witneſs with their 54 
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ſtand, and always to abide in his Preſence, where ## 


fulntſs of joy," and at whoſe right hand are \y eaſures for. 


evermore ; who is King of Kings, and Lor 
compariſon of whom, Behold the Nations are as the dr 


of a Bucket, and are counted as the ſmall duſt of the ba- 


ance All Nations before him are as nothing, and they 


art counted to him leſs than nothing, and vanity, Iſa, 40. 


15, 17. As to whom the greateſt and moſt magnifi- 
cent King, Emperor, or Potentate on the Earth 1s no 
more, than the Light of a Gloworm which may be 

rceived in a very little place, is to the ſhining of the 


un which enlightens all that vaſt compaſs wbich 18 
| between Heaven and Earth. Repent ye therefore, and be 
Converted that your Sins may be blotted out, when the 
ſhall come from the Preſence of the 


Times of refreſhing 


Lord, Acts 3. 19. By theſe laſt Words, the Holy 


| Ghoſt doth give us to underſtand, That all Refreſhs - 
ing, Satisfaction (I ſhall be ſatisfied, when I awake 


with thy likeneſs, Ptal 17. 15.) Happineſs and Bleſſed- 
neſs de proceed forth from rhe Preſence of the Lord, 
in like manner andſall one, as Light doth proceed 
forth from the Sun, or as Heat doth iſſue forth from 


to it. 
Saying of God, when himſelf faith on that wiſe to 


certainly follows, That all that Lite and Immorta- 


lity and Bleſſedneſs, which is in God, the Fountain 
| of all, will be communicated and imparted” fo 


unto his Sons and Daughters, to his Servants and. 
Handmaidens, as much as they are capable to re- 


ceiye. The Veſſels of Glory will be filled brimful 
and running over; like as on the other and worſe 
Hand, the Yeſſels of Wrath fitted for Deſtruttion, will 


have Wrath poured into them to the utmoſt, as far 
as they alſo are capable to receive it. But the Sons 
and Daughters of Almighty God, can tiuly ſay, 


. 
8 4 : 
"RE? AT 8 7 . ” ; FI 3 2 a "RN ; 
E nn 8 . are LN R We PESTO 13 
S 7 . SIT" "IPOD 8 4 + Re. tk. 


Sic £4 

4 i 1 * 8 < ns * +4 « 

3 5 ax" > A Ss 2 5 . . 

1 * "WON. buy . us S * 
nn 0 1 — 1 * 1 


Burning Fire, to the Things that ate near and next, 


Jo uſe that Expreſſion again, which gave Occai- 
on to the foregoing Diſcourfe, which alſo is a true 
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| fuch as are his obedient Children, Son, Thou art ever al 
With me, and all that I have is thine: Thence alſo it 


4s. at. . a7 
bd they are the Children of God, That all the Life and 
Immortality and Bleſſedneſs which is in God their 
=”. Heavenly Father, will be communicated forth unto 
them, and will be in them alſo, as far as finite Be. 
ings are capable to receive of the Fulneſs and Bleſſed. 
” neſs of an infinitely Bleſſed God. For 5 are thy 
Temple of the living God, 'as God hath ſaid, will dwell 
in them, und walk in them, and Iwill be their God, and 
ibeh ſhall be my People. Wherefore come out from among 
them, and be ye ſeparate, ſaith the Lord, and touch not 
bbe unclean Thing, and I will receive you, And will b: 
Faber unto you; and ye ſhall be my Sons and Daughter, 
= faith ibe Lord Almighty, 2 Cor. 6. 16, 17, 18. Behol! 
what a mighty Word of Conſolation and Exhortati- 
on is here ! Seeing then that theſe Things are ſo, 
hat manner of Perſons ought ye to be in all Holy Con- 
= - werſation and Godlineſs 2 That ye may become pai- 
makers of his Holineſs, which alſo is Godlinefs or 
© - Godlikenefs, it conſiſting in being a Partater of the 
=” . Divine Nature, in order to partake of his Life, Im- 
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pr delire; for as it is commonly and truly ſaid, Lis 


=. Whine, or of any Good, unleſs we had Life given 
{ 


. 
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=”. continuance of this Life for evermore, that we ſhall 


= ever die or ceaſe to be, although ance we began to 
Eve This is properly 3 For there the Lord 


\ 


SI, 


it taken from us, or if we ſhould be deprived of it 
gain: And it would be ſorrowful to think thereof 
beſorebhand. Which doth embitter, and caſt an 
= Aallay of Heavineſs upon all the good Things and De. 
lights of this World. For the World paſſerh away, and 

as God faith, which is how experimentally found by 

us all, The Things which I have given them, ſhall pa 
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of Life for evermore, and nothing is ſtrictly fo be- x 


ſides. And then Life it {elf is not properly and tru- 


ly a Bleſſing, unleſs alſo a well Being is annexed to = 
it. It being better, and rather to be choſen, not to- 


them. And the Truth it felf ſaith concern 
of Perdition, It would be good for him, if be 


* 


of ſuch, Death is to be choſen rather than Life; and nl 
in that Day Men ſhall ſeek Death, and it | ſhall flee from 
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be, then to be Miſerable. For the Spirit of God ſaith» 
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ber been Born. Therefore Bleſſedneſs annexed. to Life ü 


and Immortality, Crowns and Confummates all; 
for nothing can be better, or more deſirable, "then 
to be Bleſſed for ever. For I lift ap my Hand to HR. 
ven, and ſay, 1 live for ever, Deut. 32. 40. Who is 


| Bleſſed for ever, Amen, R 


it muſt hence follow by true and neceſſary Conſe- 


quence, it being impoſſible for God to 


je, tha: 


when he faith to his obedient Children, Son, thou art 
ever with me, and all that I hade is thine; that they” 
alſo ſhall ever be with the Lord, 1 Theſſ. 4. 17. And ee 
they ſhall partake of his Life for ever (becauſe hen 
liveth, they ſhall live alſo) and of his Bleſſedneſs for 
ever. And in them ſhall be fulfilled what is writzen, 
Bleſſed is the People that know the joyful Sound, Pai 
J. which is to be pronounced by him who 1 


before to prepare a Place for them. 


is gone 


King ſay to them on his Right-hand, Come ye Bleſſed 
of my Father, Inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from 


the Foundation of 
Wherefore Comfort (the marginal R 


ebe World, Mat. 27 32 . .. . 
cading is Exhort) ll 


one another with theſe Words,” 1 Theſſ. 4. 18. 
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